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Re Hew York letter July 3, last* request: 
to determine whether subject is possibly identic’ 
wif e oil J uliup Robert Oppenhe ime r. . Bure au f 11 
fallowing information regarding the' whfts of Ju 
Oppenhe&mer, who is known as Katherine^ Tuening^ 

qppe vNCfW&i Hmmftwg Puzmm~7&miw& * ..._ 
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the Manhattan Engineering District, was bom 
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at Recklinghausen , German y* 

born "Hareh 16 , lool, at miens ter, Germany, and her mother, 

K&ethe. Via se ring jPi^hihg, was bom hay S>, 1882, at Borden, 
JGersi^Qy^lKatherihc^behheimer^olaims. herivatiye^oitl^K«btpi,- ,„.^ r 

i& the r ; 

K lb: the’;! *?;S. :District'' Court for the ■ Western District of^Penn' ' 
sylvania« K&therlne Oppenhelmer entered the ^United States:. 

May lip » 1913, at %w ^ork City aboard the SS Kaiser Wilhelm, 

Der Grosae* She attended Aspenwald High School, Pittsburgh, 

Pa., 1921}. to 19285 the University of Munich, in Munich, Ger- 
many, in 1929; the UMmrtity of Pittsburgh, University of 
Wisconsin, and Univa^pty of Pennsylvania between 1*930 and 
1931; and the UnJjp^nsjVr .of California at Los Angles from 
11937,. to 1939. 
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"‘eimehlii Wied r Prank: W«^amafevar,ldr 
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1933 . ^ 

<g "^t^ X^tewart Harrison, a former hu 

Oppenhe imer, a^vTsScT > 1 ®""' agents that she 

common law wife of one Joseph Pallet, 
burgh. Pa." Joseph Pallet was activ 
Ohio, in 1 ^ 35 , 1935 * and 1938 . 
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of Katherine Hfl fift 


formerly the 
uniat fred^f Pitta- 
CP in Youngstown, 
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F F%>ruary, 1935 , KatherinaA Oppe nhe imer , then known 
as Kitt^^al%st , reportedly" fc¥ugEt/ an English Class at a CP 
wo rSsfjp’s scKooT in Youngstown, ,ph£o» During the summer of 
1935 she was leterary agent for : -\£he Youngstown sectionof the 
CP* In March, 1936 she was spe/ml. dues secretary for the 
Youngstown, Ohio, section of t$p CP, and her husband was an 
organizer for the WPA. Josepn^Pallet reportedly fought for the 
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Spanish Loyalists, and records of the Ve refans of the Abraham - 
Lincoln Brigade indicate he died October 13, 1937* Ip Puentes., 
Spain. His wife was listed in the records a s Ki$ty Dalle t, ,<■ 
208 South’. 43rd Street, Philadelphia, Pa. . _ , , ..3 * 

."c —' Dr. Stewart Harrison advised -that after pallet ‘s death 
K a therine Oppenheimer was contacted by Steve Nelson in Paris, 
Prance, and Nel son arranged- for her to return to^bhe tf . S . In 
1938 she married Dr. Stewart Harrison, a member of the faculty 
'of the California Institute of Technology. She obtained a div- 
orce from Harrison at Virginia City, %vada r on November 1, 
1940 .- „ • ' 

A review of available facta pertaining to' the subject ' 
Kitty Harris shows that she was born May 21^ 18§9, pf:May .2%, 
1899, at San Francisco, according to records of . the- Department 
of State. Her father was listed as Nathan Harrison, Several 
informants advise that an individual by the name of Kitty Har- 



The above facts indicate that Katherine Oppenheimer 
is apparently not identical with the subject and no active 
inve*stigat ion , particularly on a college campus, is warranted 
to reslove any questions regarding such identity. Newark is 
requested to confine Its activity along these lines to a re- 
view of all available facts and report any pertinent facts 
which appear to merit attention for consideration in further 
clarifying this matter. > 

Is requested; to conduct a cheek of 
the passport records of the State Department and ascertain 
whether the subject was born May 21j., 1889, or May 2k, 1899, 
according to records of the Department of State. The Bureau 
copies of the Washington Field Office report reflecting a 
review of the records of the Department of State show that 
two dates were reported and that the matter should be clarified 
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Katherina^Qppenheimer, wife of subject. admi tt.ed- 
lublng' an interview with. Bureau agents that she 
merly an active Communist Party member in Youngstown, Ohio,' 
from about 193h to 1936. She could name .only six publicly 
: known CP functionaries as her former Communist associates ♦. 
She nrofes.sed an anti-Communist; belief at the present time 
•and stated that She would welcome any additional inquiries 
or a reinterview if desired. . : 


**: 


^photographs of Cdimunist^yar^y^i'^. v ;^ 
jciateduwith her and hex* ;ht^ba3^^s60*i^ 


\Xt i s ;r.eooiratt®h4ed TtHtf|, Kathe rine j On penhe imer b e 
Winter viewed and wxhiblti ~ ' ' " " " 

imem^b^S .•Reported to have 'asspciate<^;.with_her and 

|ln >; |:alifornia| during the oeriodi ' 

'jofelliS;. ' - 'I ' It " ' ' • 
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■•: -L On Anril 23, 195'2, the results of an interview with 

Katherine Gppenheirner, wife of Dr. J» Robert Oppenheimer, : { . 

were submi t JjecLJDy the Newark-Offlce'. She was. interviewed- , 
in her husband ^ pre sence. • ^ ... > '■ 

! fir*# Xv ka tb^PirS^ ^pe during-the inter- 

view that she married Ju^enivBallet a bout 193h> hw was • 
killed in Spain in 193?' while fig .icing with the International 
Brigades She stated that Ballet was a Communist Party trade 
union organizer in Youngstown, Ohio, during the time they 
were married and that she also was an active Communist Party 
member 'from . about 1936 to 1936. She professed to be anti- 
communist at the present time and rationalized her former ■ 

CP membership as being due to her love for Joseph Ballet. 

..•••'•; A i'-'rh Katherine Qpoenheimer named 'ies acquaintances ••ini^y'- q • 
the CP during 1936-1936, Steve kelson, John Gates, John 
Steuben, Gus hall, John Williamson, and ^arl Browder. 
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All of the above are, or were, publicly known CP 
members. Katherine Qopenheimer stated she could not reaall 
any other CP members. She did not furnish any information 
of substantial value. 
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Enclosed is the following material relative to the captioned case; 
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a SF-85 □ SF-S7 a SF-60 

a SF-86 Q SF-57A □ Form 257 

a SF-79 for WFO only _ ’ _ _ 
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Conduct a fujTBe&Finv^ueffiion f~] preliminaryinqulry. 
— — — — — , — ~ conduct a PI to 
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P Determine whether captioned person is identical with the individual 
mentioned in Bufiles; if so, convert. 


Q Determine whether captioned person is identical with the individual 
mentioned in Bufiles. If identical, ascertain whether sufficient information is available 
to warrant an FFI; if so, convert. 


convert. 


Q Determine whether sufficient Information exists to warrant an FFI; if so, 


Each PI should be sufficiently complete to resolve the question of loyalty. 


Q ^ converted, advise Bureau and auxiliary offices, upeeiivS:* 31 -day 
Buded. If FFI conducted , ^ AX Q Baltimore Q St. Louis 
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You are authorized to conduct necessary investigation 
involving persons connected with educational institutions unless 
your office is aware of a possible problem at a particular school* 
No such contacts are to be made on campuses except as provided in 
SAG Letter 67-29. Should a problem exist or should it be f^lt any 
other interview on a campus is necessary, furnish the Bureau full 
details together with your recommendation for specific Bureau 
authority. It is incumbent upon each office to insure that any 
such investigation involving persons connected with educational 
institutions are handled by mature personnel to avoid possible 
embarrassment to the Bureau. All persons interviewed must be ! 
advised that the Bureau is conducting a background investigation > 
of;, the captioned individual who is an applicant or employee of 
the Federal Government to preclude any assumption that the > b 
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